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stones. A party of mounted police, which had been sent
by the Collector to piotect him, managed to escort him
without injury from the meeting to his house.

For the time being, therefore, progress in the direction
advocated by Ranchhodlal remained in abeyance. His
scheme, though rejected by the managing committee under
the circumstances outlined above, had still to be laid before
a general meeting of the whole municipality. A meeting
was called on 22nd June, 1886, to consider Colonel Ducat's
report, at which Ranchhodlal himself, after explaining
the cilcumstances in which the Colonel's services had been
lent by the Bombay Government, moved that the report on
the water-supply be approved and adopted. The proposal
was seconded by Major Robb, the Civil Burgeon. An
amendment was at once moved by a member of the oppo-
sition to the effect that the cost of Colonel Ducat's water-
supply scheme was excessive and that a further report
should be made by a committee of nine persons, appointed
ad hoc, on the desirability of improving and adding to the
existing pumping-service. The amendment was carried by
a majority of three. On the following day Ranchhodlal
returned to the charge and moved that Colonel Ducat's
drainage scheme be approved and adopted, being again
supported by Major Robb. This proposal shared the same
fate as the former. Ranchhodlal and his supporters were
outvoted; ignorant conservatism for the time being won
the day. Every effort was made by Ranchhodlal to bring
his colleagues to a sense of their duties ; he improvised a
water-supply from the vSabarmati for his own mills; he
laid down small drainage works and a small model sewage
farm in the wide compound surrounding his house; he
invited his colleagues to witness the working of this plant
and tried to prove to them by ocular demonstration the value
of the rejected proposals. Persuasive presentation of his
plans and reasoned argument were of no avail ; his opponents
remained obdurate, and found moreover unexpected sup-
port in the views of Sir Theodore Hope, formerly Collector